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The  George  Fingold  Library 


The  State  Library  of  Massachusetts,  also 
known  as  The  George  Fingold  Library, 
was  established  in  1826  with  a  collection 
of  maps,  statute  books,  and  government 
documents.  The  Library's  unofficial 
roots,  however,  go  back  to  1811.  That 
year,  a  document  exchange  program 
with  other  states  was  begun,  initiating  a 
flow  of  documents  that  would  form  the 
basis  of  the  new  library. 

The  Library  is  a  government  and  public 
affairs  research  library.  We  are  organized  to 
meet  the  information  and  research  needs  of 
the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
government  The  collection  includes  areas  of 
public  law,  public  affairs,  Massachusetts  State 
publications,  and  state  and  local  history. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
DOCUMENTS  

The  Library's  Documents  Department 
maintains  the  most  complete  collection  of 
Massachusetts  state  publications  in 
existence.  Its  historic  holdings  date  from 
the  seventeenth  century  to  the  present  and 
form  a  comprehensive  record  of  printed 
materials  issued  by  state  agencies,  as  well  as 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  branches 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Being  a  Depository  Library,  the  State 
Library  ensures  citizen  access  to  state 
publications  by  cooperating  with  other 
depository  libraries  in  Massachusetts:  The 
Boston  Public  Library,  Springfield  City 
Library,  University  of  Massachusetts  at 


Massachusetts  history,  the  William 
Bradford  manuscript,  and  other  materials 
for  research  use. 

STATE  HOUSE  NEWS  SERVICE 

An  in-house  database  is  maintained  of 
press  releases  from  the  State  House  News 
Service.  This  service  includes  House  and 
Senate  debate  coverage.  There  are  paper 
and  electronic  versions  of  the  News 
Service. 

TOURS  AND  PROGRAMS 

The  Library  offers  an  outreach  program 
for  state  agencies,  in  which  a  staff  member 
of  the  Library  will  arrange  and  conduct  an 
informal  session  for  your  office  or 
personnel. 


ELECTRONIC  SERVICES 

Electronic  services  of  the  library  include 
an  online  library  catalog  that  contains 
over  100,000,  CD-ROM  products  (i.e. 
census  information),  and  the  Library's 
website  (http://www.state.ma.us/lib). 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  

Publications  of  the  Library  consist  of  The 
Massachusetts  State  Publications  a  bibliography 
of  state  documents,  which  is  available  for 
purchase  in  the  State  Bookstore.  New 


Amherst,  and  the  Worcester  Public 
Library.  All  state  documents  received  are 
placed  in  a  database  that  allows  access  to 
holdings  of  library  materials,  in  addition  to 
holdings  of  materials  in  thousands  of  other 
libraries. 

LAW  COLLECTION  

The  law  collection  at  the  library  places 
emphasis  on  public  law,  covers 
Massachusetts's  law,  and  contains  a 
complete  set  of  Massachusetts  regulations. 


It  also  includes  reports  of  decisions  of  the 
high  courts  of  the  fifty  states,  statutes  and 
session  laws  for  each  state,  federal  law, 
U.S.  Code,  Statutes-at-Large,  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations,  the  Federal  Register,  and 
the  complete  coverage  of  all  published 
decisions  of  the  federal  courts. 

This  collection  also  features  the  National 
Reporter  series,  American  haw  Reports, 
Shepard's  Citations,  loose-leaf  services, 
standard  legal  encyclopedias,  dictionaries, 
textbooks,  treatises,  and  law  journals. 


LEGISLATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL 
FILE 


An  alphabetical  card  catalog  of  all  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  General  Court  and 
state  constitutional  conventions  is  available 
in  the  Library.  The  catalog  includes  details 
of  birth,  death,  residence,  occupation,  and 
length  of  their  general  service. 

PERIODICALS  AND 
NEWSPAPERS  

Located  in  Room  442  on  the  balcony,  our 
periodical  and  newspaper  collection 
receives  1,800  periodical  titles.  This 
includes  over  one  hundred  daily  and 
weekly  newspapers  for  the  communities  of 
Massachusetts,  as  well  as  certain  major 
newspapers  from  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Some  of  these  newspapers  are 
available  through  Proquest,  an  online 
database. 


SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS 

Our  Special  Collections  department, 
located  in  Room  55  in  the  basement, 
includes  items  that  need  special  care  due  to 
age,  fragility,  or  format.  The  holdings 
contain  rare  books,  maps,  atlases, 
broadsides,  newspapers,  tax  valuations, 
prints,  photographs,  scrapbooks,  and 
manuscript  collections.  The  collection  is 
strong  in  nineteenth  and  twentieth-century 
maps  and  atlases  of  Massachusetts. 
Special  interests  include  Sanborn  insurance 
maps,  nineteenth-century  panoramic 
overhead  view  maps  of  cities  and  towns  in 
the  Commonwealth, 


Acquisitions  lists  selected  new  publications 
that  the  Library  has  acquired. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  AND  USE 
/LOAN  POLICY  

Advisory  assistance  is  available  in  the 
library.  Staff  members  are  always  on  duty 
to  assist  users  in  locating  and  obtaining 
library  materials  and  answering  specific 
questions. 

The  library  is  open  to  anyone  who  needs 
to  use  the  collections.  Borrowing 
privileges  are  limited  to  permanent  state 
employees,  with  the  exception  of 
employees  of  state  colleges,  universities, 
and  hospitals.  State  government  interns 
may  only  borrow  books  on  a  short-term 
loan  basis  and  are  not  eligible  for  library 
cards.  Proper  identification  must  be 
provided  when  applying  for  a  library  card. 

Circulating  materials  may  be  borrowed  for 
a  one-month  period  and  may  be  renewed. 
Inter-library  loan  services  are  available  for 
materials  unattainable  in  our  collection. 


The  State  Library  of  Massachusetts 
341  State  House 
Boston,  MA  02133 
11/01 


